
BOBCAT BULLETIN 

Index: 
Staff Articles 2-3 

New Teachers 4-5 

Art Corner 6 

Senior Spotlight 7 

Fine Arts 8-9 

Counseling Office 10 

Senior News 11 

Activities Department 11 

Student Council 12 

Homecoming 2016 12-13 

Staff Information 14 

Upcoming Events 15 

West ern  D u b u q u e  Hi g h  
2016 Newsletter 

Principal’s message 

    Welcome back to another year at WDHS.  We want to welcome our new teach-

ing staff to the Bobcat Family:  Ryan Hoerner will be teaching math, Emma Horst 

and Callie Leytem will be teaching English, Holly Klein will be team teaching in 

some English classes, Ann Kurt will be our new Librarian, Luke Pisarik will be 

teaching in the Industrial Tech area, Andy Reinert will be teaching Chemistry and 

Amber Meyer will be supervising all study halls.  

    This year we want parents and students to view their report cards on parent portal 

instead of getting a paper copy.  Most students no longer pick up their paper copies 

because they have access to our Campus grading system on their phones or comput-

ers.  We want to be fiscally responsible and this change will save us over 10,000 

copies each year.  (We will still print and hand out report cards at Parent/Teacher 

Conferences each term). 

    In order to view your child’s report card, please sign into Parent Portal using the 

following address https://campus.wdbqschools.org/campus/portal/west_dubuque.jsp   

We will post report cards to the portal at the 20-day, 30-day, 45-day and final tri-

mester reporting periods.  If you do not have a Parent Portal account, please contact 

Laura Hoerner at 563-876-3442 ext. 3001. 

    If you prefer that we mail you a copy of the report card, please contact the        

counseling office to make that request.  You can email Becky Gasper at 

Becky.Gasper@wdbqschools.org or call that office at 563-876-3442 ext. 3005.   

 Parent Teacher Conferences (Grades 9-12) – will be held only one time dur-

ing each trimester.  Conferences are scheduled for October 18th, January 23rd 

and April 27th from  3:50-8:30 p.m.  Please plan to attend.   

 Study Tables – we are continuing to offer study tables for our students.  We 

offer these study tables both in the morning from 7:00-8:00 a.m. each day and 

in the afternoon from 3:15-5:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday.  Study Tables 

are staffed by our faculty.  Students can get extra help with assignments, pro-

jects, papers, make up tests, class work and tutoring.  The late run bus is availa-

ble for students using study tables.   The study table schedule is located at 

http://wdhs.wdbqschools.org/ under Parent Links or Student Links. 

 Saturday School – Saturday school will be offered throughout the school year.  

For a full list of dates you can go to http://wdhs.wdbqschools.org/ under Parent 

Links or Student Links. 

GO BOBCATS! 
Dave Hoeger, Principal 

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Jacob Feldmann 

Assistant Principal  

This newsletter is also available on our website at: www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org. 

If you are getting this newsletter in the US mail and would prefer a digital    

copy sent to your email address, please contact Laura Hoerner at 

Laura.Hoerner@wdbqschools.org or call her at 563-876-3442 ext. 3001.   

https://campus.wdbqschools.org/campus/portal/west_dubuque.jsp
mailto:Becky.Gasper@wdbqschools.org
http://wdhs.wdbqschools.org/
http://wdhs.wdbqschools.org/
http://www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org
mailto:laura.hoerner@wdbqschools.org
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Yearbook information  
 

BY BEN RESSLER, YEARBOOK ADVISOR   
 
 

ATTENTION SENIORS: Senior  por traits are due to Mr. 

Ressler by December 16th. Contact your photographer and 

have him or her email a copy to Mr. Ressler 

(ben.ressler@wdbqschools.org).  If you are unable to get 

ahold of your photographer, you can bring in a wallet of your 

portrait as a last resort. 

 

2017 BOOKS FOR SALE: The 2017 yearbooks are on sale 

for $60. April 3rd is your last chance to order a 2017 year-

book. We order the exact number of books purchased, so don’t 

miss out! This year’s book will be loaded 

with over 2,500 photos and captions. The 

book’s theme this year is “Unbreakable, Un-

stoppable, Unforgettable” and will be sure to 

be a great purchase. Bring a $60 check to Al-

ice in the Activities Office to reserve your 

copy today.  

 

2016 BOOKS ARE IN! Yearbooks are 

in and were handed out during lunch last 

week! If your student still has not brought 

home his or her 2016 yearbook, chances 

are he or she has not yet picked it up. 

These books were purchased last year and 

are hot off the press. Students or parents can pick up the year-

books in the main office anytime.  

Wingfest 2016 

Thanks to everyone who came out and supported our 3rd Annual Wingfest!  It was a huge success thanks 

to our amazing WD communities!  On September 24th, 10 competitors served up 7,500 wings to hungry 

guests and judges.    

 Award Winners were: 

People's Choice - Campground Grill   Traditional - Smiley’s Wings & Things 

Buffalo - Bever ly Grillbillies     BBQ - Bever ly Grillbillies    Unique - Boss Hogs 

Showmanship - WD Lunch Ladies    Grand Champion - Bever ly Grillbillies  
 

In addition to a great cooking competition, there were kids games, local 

entertainment, and a wing-eating contest sponsored by Buffalo Wild 

Wings.  21 WD teachers, administrators and community members also vol-

unteered their time sitting in the dunk tank and were each sponsored by 

local businesses.  Thanks again for supporting Wingfest and the Fine Arts 

Booster Club!  A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all of our sponsors and 

parent workers...we could not have done it without you!! 
 

Mark your calendars for the 4th Annual Wingfest...September 30, 2017!! 

ATTENDANCE PHONE 

NUMBER CHANGE 

At the beginning of the school 

year, we sent out a yellow sheet 

of paper with our attendance pro-

cedures on it.  There was a mis-

take on that sheet with our attend-

ance phone number.   

WDHS’s attendance phone 

number is 876-3442 ext. 3000.  

mailto:ben.ressler@wdbqschools.org
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Students Participate in Summer Transition Job Tours 
BY:  NICK WEIDENBACHER—SPECIAL EDUCATION INSTRUCTOR 
 

Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation staff, Helen Billmeyer and Marcy Wilker, along with Mr. 

Weidenbacher, put together summer business tours for several Western Dubuque High 

School students. Touring the businesses opened student’s eyes to many career opportuni-

ties within our community.  At businesses, such as Mercy Hospital, students were able 

to view a variety of departments, which most people who enter a hospital, never get to see. Students saw how the hos-

pital operates, almost like a little city within its own building.  When we visited Hy-Vee, we were able to hear from 

the manager on what things they look for when hiring employees and the importance of having good communication 

skills when going through an interview to be able to tell a potential employer one’s positive work traits. At Kunkel 

and Associates, students were shown what it is like to work in a business where hard work gets employees rewarded, 

not only financially, but with other employee incentives. At Cascade Lumber, as well as EIMCO, students were ex-

posed to many hands-on types of work that is particularly of interest to those individuals who like to be physically 

active at their jobs. Students observed how teamwork was important in many the tasks in order to put out good quality 

products. All of the businesses we toured had employees with a variety of educational backgrounds, some who chose 

not to pursue further education after they graduated from high school, as well as those who chose to go on to college 

and earn a degree. Needless to say, there was something for everyone! Thank you to the Western Dubuque School 

District and the Special Education Department for partnering with Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services for mak-

ing our first Summer Business Tours a success! We hope to offer more tours next summer! 

Senior Scholar Award & Silver Cord Program 
BY:  KRISTIE THEIN & DAVE HOEGER, PRINCIPAL 

Western Dubuque High School is offering the Senior Scholar Award and the Silver Cord Program, starting with the 

class of 2020, to be recognized at their  graduation. Seniors who have met the following cr iter ia will wear  a 

stole and silver cord at the graduation ceremony and will be recognized in the graduation program as a recipient of 

the Senior Scholar Award. 

 Graduate with at least a 3.75 cumulative GPA. 

 Earn a college readiness score on each of the ACT tests. 

 English = 18, Math = 22, Reading = 22, Science = 23 

 Senior Scholars must be a Silver Cord recipient. 
 

The Silver Cord program is a distinguished award available to high school students with the purpose of recognizing 

their out of school volunteer efforts. The Silver Cord Award can be earned by any student completing 120 hours of 

community service while in high school. Students can also earn community service hours by being involved in high 

school leadership activities up to a maximum of 15 hours per year. Silver Cord program participation is voluntary 

for all Western Dubuque High School students. 

Students who did not earn the other two criteria in the Senior Scholar program but completed and reported the re-

quired amount of community service hours will be recognized at their graduation by wearing a silver cord with their 

cap and gown and with special mention in the Commencement program.  

Service learning should provide real benefit to members of your community. Helping others can give you a feeling 

of great satisfaction and accomplishment. Additionally, many scholarship, grant, college and employment applica-

tions require you to provide documentation concerning your volunteer experiences. Service learning also strength-

ens the relationship between community and school. Americans have shaped their nation by their voluntary efforts: 

providing services, organizing political action, caring for the poor, reaching out to the disadvantaged, providing ed-

ucation, ensuring equality and civil rights for all citizens, and working for change. Because of these benefits, our 

high school has created the Silver Cord Program. 

More information regarding the Senior Scholar Award and the Silver Cord Program can be found at our school web-

site under the Students tab. 
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New teacher interview: Ms. Leytem 
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY HANNA DIDDENS 

How long have you been teaching? This is my fir st official year  of lead teaching.  

Have you taught at any other schools? I co-taught for the last couple of years at Linn-Mar and Iowa City Schools. 

What do you teach? English 1 and 3 

How is this school compared to the previous schools where you have taught? WD feels r ight at home compared to oth-

er schools! (I grew up fifteen minutes away from here.)  

Where did you attend college? The University of Iowa  

What did you graduate with?  English and Secondary Education degrees  

What are your hobbies? Reading, visiting with fr iends, watching Hawkeye football and following cute dogs on Insta-

gram 

Do you play or coach any sports? If yes which ones? Ha. Nope. I’m not very athletic.  

What is your favorite class to teach? I’m par tial to Amer ican literature, but any English course is my favor ite.  

What led you to teaching? I’ve always loved literature, and several amazing, inspir ing teachers I had told me that this 

was the career for me. 

 

An interview with Mr. Pisarik   

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY CAROLYN WEIG 

What encouraged you to do teaching? A former  teacher  

What is your favorite food? Steak  

Where did you grow up? Dyersville, IA 

What school did you attend in high school? Western Dubuque 

How do you feel teaching at our high school? I am happy teaching here. 

When did you graduate college? In 2002 

When is your favorite season? Winter  is my favor ite season. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY BEN RESSLER 

Pictured left to right: West-

ern Dubuque High School 

is proud to welcome Mr. 

Andy Reinert (science), Ms. 

Amber Meyer (study hall), 

Ms. Callie Leytem 

(English), Ms. Emma Horst 

(English), Ms. Holly Klein 

(special education) and Mr. 

Ryan Hoerner (math). Not 

pictured: Luke Pisarik & 

Ann Larkin-Kurt. See more 

information on some of 

these new instructors below 

and on page 5.   
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An interview: Ms. Klein 
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY LOGAN MORISTON 

What is your position at Western Dubuque High School? I am a special-education and co-English teacher.  

Do you have any prior teaching experience? I was a long ter m substitute teacher  at Beckman.  

Do you see yourself being here in the future? Yes, I really enjoy the faculty and students. I am also enjoying being par t of 

a highly collaborative innovative school. 

Where did you go to college?  I went to college at Loras College in Dubuque.  

What brought you to Western Dubuque? The positive reputation that the school has lured me here. I had heard a lot of 

good things about the school. 

Do you believe that your style of teaching is having an effect on how students learn? Yes, I believe that all styles of teach-

ing have an effect on student learning. I hope my student accountability approach has a positive effect.  

What is your teaching style? I like the students to hold themselves accountable for  their  own learning. I set high expecta-

tions and try my best to create a safe and welcoming learning environment.  

As a new teacher, do you feel that you are looked at differently? Is there a difference? I think the students are unsure 

what to expect the first couple weeks, but otherwise I do not feel like I am treated differently. I am given the same amount of sup-

port as a teacher who has been here 10 plus years.  

What are your thoughts on student work? I expect my students to give me their  best at all times. I set my own standard 

that the work they do for me is rigorous and relevant to them.  

Finally, would you say that you will be here for many years to come? I would love to be here as long as possible! 

 

Mr. Reinert’s interview 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY LOGAN MORISTON 

What is your position at Western Dubuque High School? I teach chemistry at the high school and varsity football. I’m 

also the varsity throwers coach track and field team.  

Do you have any prior teaching experience? Before I came to Western Dubuque, I taught and coached for  nine years at 

Dubuque Senior High School. 

Do you see yourself being here in the future? I grew up in this area, and I’m happy to br ing my family out here and take 

root in this community. 

Where did you go to college? I got my bachelor ’s degree in chemistry from Loras College, and my master ’s degree of 

teaching from Morning Side College. 

What brought you to Western Dubuque? I have been familiar  with the Bobcat community for  a long time. I love their  

support and pride. I jumped at the opportunity to become a Bobcat.  

Do you believe that your style of teaching is having an effect on how students learn? Yes, I try to make myself as available 

as possible during the school day as often as I can.  

What is your teaching style? I try to teach toward the var ious learning styles to target all students.  

Being the new teacher, do you feel that you are looked at differently? Is there a difference? I think any time there is a new 

face in the building people wonder who it is. I think it is an excellent 

opportunity for me to show the Bobcat community who I am and what I 

believe. 

What are your thoughts on student work? I believe students must 

show their knowledge on tests quizzes labs etc. but I don’t believe in 

grading homework for accuracy. I believe homework is practice and 

students shouldn’t be penalized for practice. 

Finally, would you say that you will be here for many years to 

come? Yes, as I said before, I am happy to take me and my family 

into the Bobcat community. 
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Art corner with Joel Gilliam 
INTERIEW CONDUCTED BY KENDALL MAYNE 

What is your favorite media to work with? Why? I like all media. It 

gives me a wider range for projects. 

Who/what inspired you to begin art? I just picked it up from my 

brother. 

What is your favorite part of your piece? I like the color  scheme. 

What is your favorite memory about art? Probably getting paint all 

over my T-shirt. 

What is your most successful media in your opinion? All but painting 

are most likely my best.  

Name three artists you'd like to be compared to one day. Why? None, 

I don't want to be like other artists. 

 

Art corner with Ali Vaupel 
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY ABBIE HAHLEN 

Who inspired you to begin art? My mom. She was a pretty ar tsy person. 

She passed away when I was ten, and art helps me connect and become closer 

to her. 

What are your favorite mediums to use? I like to try everything and use 

different things. I mostly paint and draw. I use acrylic, watercolor and oil 

paints if I paint. If I am drawing, I use charcoal.  

What is your favorite type of art to create? What inspires your art? Ma-

cabre, it’s a creepy, dark kind of art. Emotions, mainly what I am feeling that 

day [also inspire my art].  

What inspired you to create this piece? What is the title? How long did it 

take? The oil paints [that] are familiar  to Japan. It doesn’t have a title. I 

just finished it recently. It took about four weeks.  

What three artists would you like to be compared to one day? I don’t want to be compared to any 

other artist; my art is my own.  

What is your favorite memory in art? The paint fights. It star ts with a mark somewhere, and then 

you have paint all over your face.  

What are your favorite pieces you have ever done? Why? My favor ite 

piece ever done was a piece called “Ghost Town.” It was third place at 

WaMaC, which is a competition. It took around four weeks as well, and it 

was a fan art, collage-type thing. 
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Senior spotlight with Max Lyon 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY LAUREN SPECHT 

A new school year at Western Dubuque brings a new batch of seniors to 

rule the school. I had the opportunity to sit down and talk with a few to find 

out a little more about them. 

Hometown: Dyersville 

Siblings and family: Has two brothers and lives with his parents 

Involvements in school: National Honor  Society, student council, wres-

tling, cross country and is the grill master at tailgates 

Plans after high school: Not sure where, but college for  sure. 

Favorite high school memory: Winning the color ing contest in Cultur-

al Studies freshman year 

Most embarrassing high school memory: I came to school with shor ts inside out and backwards. 

Most important lesson you have learned: “Just keep swimming.” 

Who inspires you? Who is your inspiration? Tony Lyon 

Where do you see yourself in 15 years? Employed, paying bills and upholding constitutional r ights 

What advice do you have for under classmen? Squat, because everyone trusts a person with a big 

butt. 

Favorite class: A.P. U.S. History with Ms. Digmann  

 

Senior spotlight with Brittany Savolt 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY LAUREN SPECHT 

Hometown: Far ley 

Siblings and family: Middle child of three 

Involvement in school: Cross country, track and wrestling stats 

Plans after high school: Clarke or  St. Ambrose for  physical therapy 

Favorite high school memory: On the way home from a cross country meet as 

a freshman, I rode in the front of the varsity van by Digmann.  

Most embarrassing high school memory: When I liked Antonio junior  year  

during cross country season. 

Most important lesson: Don’t try to make everyone happy. It won’t happen. 

Who inspires you? Who is your inspiration? My mom, because she was good 

at running and she did well in school. 

Where do you see yourself in 15 years? I see myself marr ied with kids and working as a physical ther-

apist. 

What advice do you have for under classmen? Do your  homework even if the teacher  isn’t grading it. 

It will help you out in the long run. 

Favorite class: Strength and conditioning with Mrs. McDonald  

PHOTOGRAPH BY STEPHEN 

MALLY/THE GAZETTE 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Fine Arts Booster Club News 

We would like to offer you the opportunity to become a member of the WDHS Fine Arts Booster Club by 

purchasing a membership for you and/or your family. This is an annual membership to generate consistent 

revenue to support the arts at WDHS. By becoming a member, you will receive admission for every 

WDHS Fine Arts event (band, plays, musical, choir/concert choir, show choir, speech, etc.) throughout the 

school year.  This does not include special fund raising events or groups that are brought into our facility 

throughout the year. The family membership, which is $60, includes you, your spouse and children who 

are high school age or younger.  We offer a junior high or high school student membership for $15 and a 

single adult membership for $30.  

The Fine Arts Booster Club will be hosting a concert with the Sidewalk Prophets on November 4, 2016 at 

7:00 p.m.  Tickets are on sale now for $15.  There is also a VIP meet & greet available for $30.  To order 

tickets go to https://www.itickets.com/events/362470.html 

WDHS Fall Play - “Almost, Maine” 

“Welcome to Almost, Maine, a town that’s so far north, it’s almost not in the Unit-

ed States—it’s almost in Canada. And it almost doesn’t exist. Because its residents 

never got around to getting organized. So it’s just…Almost. 

One cold, clear Friday night in the middle of winter, while the northern lights hover 

in the sky above, Almost’s residents find themselves falling in and out of love in 

the strangest ways. Knees are bruised. Hearts are broken. Love is lost, found, and 

confounded. And life for the people of Almost, Maine will never be the same. 

ALMOST, MAINE: It’s love. But not quite” (“Synopsis”). 

Written by John Cariani, “Almost, Maine” starts WDHS’s 2016-2017 theater season.  

The love-centric themes may not be understood by younger patrons and are best suited for a more mature audience 

(at least 8th grade).  The show stars Lilly Welsh, Nathan Maiers, Noah Westoff, Mina Sahir, Marcus Cano, Cyrstal 

Ball, Emily Deutmeyer, Emmaline Krapfl, Elinor Johll, Devin Werner, Chase Burbridge, Catherine Sears, Benja-

min Howard, Shannon Heims, Maximus Werner, Callie Tilson, Dylan Gadberry, and Lily Ridenour.   

Show times are Friday, November 11 and Saturday, November 12 at 7:30 pm with a final matinee on Sunday, No-

vember 13 at 2:30 p.m.   

"Synopsis." About Almost, Maine. Almost, Maine, 2015. Web. 15 Sept. 2016. 

Band News 

Upcoming events for the Bobcat Band 

 10/1 - The Bobcat Band will perform in the Bands Across The Prairie marching band festival at Prairie 

     High School in the afternoon and then perform in the 5 Seasons festival in Kingston Stadium in  

    Cedar Rapids at night. 
 

 10/3 - The Bobcat Marching Band will present their concert in the main gym at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 10/8 - The Bobcat Marching Band will perform at the State Marching Band Festival in Dubuque during  

    the day and will perform at the Muscatine Invitational at Muscatine High School in the evening. 
 

 10/14 - Homecoming parade and game with Drexler Middle School. 
 

 11/4 -  Members of the color guard will perform at the State Solo Color Guard Competition. 
 

 11/15 - WDHS will host the WaMaC Conference Honor Band. 

https://www.itickets.com/events/362470.html
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Halloween Hoot  
Admission - $3 

Carnival 

  

Hay Rides 

  

Haunted House:   

Soup Supper 

  

Aristocats & 5 t h  Avenue SHOW CHOIRS 

 

S a t u r d ay,  
O c t o b e r  2 2   

We s t e r n  Dubu qu e  H S  
E pwo r t h , I A  

 

Costume Contest at 7:30!! 

Join Us…If You Dare!  

Monday, October 17, 6:30 p.m. 
WDHS Auditorium 

$5 adults, $3 students, 5 and under free 

On Monday, October 17th at 6:30 p.m, the WDHS Chamber and Show choirs will 

be presenting Disney’s The Lion King Jr.  Join us as we transform the WD Audi-

torium into the Pridelands and present the popular and heartwarming story of 

Simba and his friends.  Sing along to Hakuna Matata and dance in the aisles with 

the African animals.  Don’t miss it!  



College Reps at WDHS 

Below is a list of college reps coming to 

WDHS, as of the date of printing.  More 

will be added as we receive the notices. 

Oct. 3   @ 9:05 am    Mt. Mercy 

Oct. 3   @ 1:00 pm    Drake 

Oct. 4   @ 10:00 am   Cornell 

Oct. 5   @ 10:15 am   Wartburg 

Oct. 6   @ 10:05 am   Clarke 

Oct. 6   @ 2:05 pm     U of Iowa 

Oct. 18 @ 1:00 pm     Simpson 

Oct. 19 @ 10:05 am   Iowa State 

Oct. 19 @ 1:00 pm     Drake 

Oct. 20 @ 9:00 am     Northwest Iowa CC 

Oct. 25 @ 1:00 pm     Hawkeye CC 

Oct. 27 @ 1:00 pm     Iowa Central 

Nov. 8  @ 1:05 pm     Loras 

 

Potential Division I or II  Athlete? 

All prospective Division I and II athletes must register with the NCAA Clearing-

house to be eligible. More information about this registration process is available in 

the guidance office. The NCAA Clearinghouse charges a handling fee for this regis-

tration process. 

Registering for the Selective Service 

Male students who are 18 must register with the selective service within 30 days of 

turning 18, by law. Students can register online (www.sss.gov) at age 17 years, three 

months.  The information can be stored electronically and then registration will be 

done automatically on their 18th birthday. Students may register in the counseling 

office by making a 5-10 minute appointment with their counselor. 

Freshmen  Harassment Education 

WDHS believes all students have the right to be educated without being harassed by 

others. Therefore, all students at WDHS have gone through a harassment education 

program. Each year all freshmen are given guidelines on how to avoid problems with 

the issue of harassment or sexual harassment, what to do to report harassment situa-

tions and what is considered harassing behaviors. The freshman class had harassment 

education in their science classes during the month of September. 

PSAT/NMSQT 

The practice SAT and National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test will be given 

from 8:00-noon on Wednesday, October 19th at WDHS.  This test is designed for 

students who are in the top 20-30% of the junior class.  They will be competing 

against the top juniors in the nation to qualify for the National Merit Scholarship.  

Top sophomores are encouraged to take the test this year as a practice run.  Please 

contact Becky in the Counseling Office to sign-up for this test and to pay the $15.00 

testing fee. 
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Counseling Services at WDHS 

Please contact the Counseling Office @ 876-3442 with any questions: 

 Casey Bryant, Professional Counselor A-K (ext. 3006) 

 Carrie Edgin, Professional Counselor L-Z (ext. 3007) 

 Laura Foust, MS/WDHS Mental Health Counselor (ext. 3036) 

 Becky Gasper, Secretary (ext. 3005) 

 

Check out the Counseling Office website @   

wdubuque.esvbeta.com/CounselingOfficeWDHS.aspx  

Counseling Office  

Senior Exit Interviews 

All seniors have been invited and are encouraged to sign-up to see their counselor 

for a 10-15 minute senior exit interview. Important information is shared with sen-

iors regarding these topics: graduation requirements, transcripts, career search web 

sites, college web sites, college application process, college searches, financial aid 

process, scholarships, scholarship search process, etc. 

Scholarships 

The counseling office has numerous scholar-

ship information and/or applications available 

to seniors and some juniors. The complete list 

will be posted in the counseling office as they 

become available and also on the WDHS 

website under counseling office. Please have 

your student stop in periodically to check out 

this list.  

Alumni Information 

Please contact Becky Gasper in the Counsel-

ing Office at 563-876-3442 ext. 3005 or 

email her at becky.gasper@wdbqschools.org 

if you are interested in posting pertinent in-

formation regarding upcoming class reunions 

on our Web page.   
 

Alumni, if you have had a change in name, 

marital status, address, phone number, etc., 

please contact the Counseling Office so that 

we can update our records.   

SAT (student assistance teams) 

Students who are struggling academically may be offered assistance from a team 

consisting of their teachers, counselor, principal and parent/guardian. This group 

would meet to produce an intervention plan to help the student improve. 

Driver’s Education 

NICC will be offering an evening class in 

Peosta.  Class runs from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Octo-

ber 10th to November 10th on Mondays, Tues-

days and Thursdays. 
 

Please contact Becky in the Counseling Office 

for a registration form.  Cost is $349.00. 

mailto:becky.gasper@wdbqschools.org
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Activities Department  

Graduation Caps, Gowns and  

Announcements 

The Jostens rep will be meeting with the entire 

senior class on Wednesday, October 26th at 10:05 

a.m. to discuss and pass out information regarding 

the ordering of their 2017 class announcements, 

cap and gown and any additional memorabilia 

they would like to purchase for graduation. 
 

Orders will be collected on November 2, 2016 

during all lunch periods.  

Graduation Date 

Graduation for the 

Class of 2017  

will be on  

May 28, 2017 

at 2:30 p.m. 

Senior Pictures 

Senior pictures are due 

December 16, 2016 

College-Career Planning Center 

The college-career planning center is located in the Counseling Office and is open 

from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. during the school year. This room is available for all 

seniors and their parents who would like to research and/or apply at colleges and 

apply for scholarships. We have four computers that you may use and information 

on local colleges and special events that are happening. 

 

Students Now – Citizens Forever 
BY JOHN HLUBEK, 7-12 GRADE ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR 

 

Student’s involvement in co-curricular activities has been proven to increase their 

chances of success later in life. 

Participation numbers for Western Dubuque are strong.  The following is a break-

down of our middle school and high school number of athletes 

out for a fall sport: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Through participation in activity programs students learn teamwork, sportsman-

ship, winning and losing, the rewards of hard work, self-discipline, build self-

confidence and develop skills to handle competitive situations. 

With all the benefits listed above, why not get involved in an activity this year. 

John Hlubek 

7-12 Activities Director 

High School 

Cross-Country    79 

Football     96 

Volleyball     71 

Boys Golf     34 

Cheerleading      12 

Dance      15 

Middle School 

Cross-Country     30 

Football     97 

Volleyball     96 
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WDHS Student Council is off to a great start! 

Student Council is off to a great start this school year! In August, Western 

Dubuque was represented at the Relay for Life in Dyersville selling Chad's 

Pizza to raise funds for the American Cancer Society. We welcomed the 

Class of 2020 to school with new keychains in their lockers. On September 

2nd, the first pep rally of the year kicked off for all of the fall and summer 

sports and activities. That same night after the football win against Beck-

man, the annual Back to School Dance was held. Homecoming Week (Oct 

9-15) is fast approaching and we are all looking forward to it! Check out the schedule for the week at-

tached below so you don’t miss any important dates, and as always - Go Bobcats! 

Throughout Homecoming week WDHS students will be involved in many activities.  Each day the 

students and staff will have dress up day where they will be judged.  The Student Council will be 

visiting nearby schools for mini pep rallies: Peosta Elementary (Monday), Dyersville Elementary 

(Wednesday), Epworth Elementary (Wednesday), Farley Elementary/Middle School (Thursday).   

The volleyball team will be in action on Saturday, October 8th at CR Prairie, Tuesday, October 

11th at DeWitt, and Thursday, October 13th at Mt. Vernon. We will have the traditional Home-

coming Pep Rally & Parade Friday afternoon with the Pep Rally starting at 12:45 p.m. with the pa-

rade to follow at approximately 2:00 p.m.  This year's Grand Marshall will be former WDHS 

teacher & coach, Mr. Jerry Ross.  The football game against 

Davenport West will start with the Sophomore game at 5 p.m. 

and the Varsity game following at approximately 7:30 

p.m.  The Homecoming Dance will conclude the week of 

Homecoming activities.  The dance will be held on Saturday, 

October 15th from 8:00-11:00 p.m. in the Main Gym (doors 

close at 9:30 p.m.) Athletic Hall of Fame Dinner at Thunder 

Hills starting at 6:00 p.m.  For a complete  schedule of events, 

please refer to page 10 of this Bobcat Bulletin.    

*********************************** 
*********************************** 
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HOMECOMING 2016  

The following is the schedule of events & time schedules for Homecoming 2016.   

We will be running on a Bobcat Schedule Monday through Thursday  

and on a special schedule on Friday, October 14th.   

If your child has open campus, make sure they know what time they need to be here!! 

MONDAY, TUESDAY, 

WEDNESDAY & 

THURSDAY  

SCHEDULE 

(10/10/16 - 10/13/16) 

Period 1        8:05 - 9:03 

Period 2          9:08 - 10:06 

JUDGING     10:06 - 10:30 

Period 3        10:35 - 11:33 

Period 4         11:38 - 1:03 

 

Period 5          1:08 - 2:06 

Period 6          2:11 - 3:09 

1st lunch  11:33-12:00 

Class  12:05-1:03 

Class 11:38-12:04  

2nd lunch 12:04-12:31  

Class 12:36-1:03 

Class  11:38-12:36 

3rd lunch 12:36-1:03 

FRIDAY 

SCHEDULE 

(10/14/16) 

Period 1        8:05 - 8:28 

Period 2          8:33 - 8:56 

JUDGING     8:45 - 9:20 

Period 3        9:25 - 9:47 

Period 5         9:52 - 10:14 

Period 6        10:19 - 10:40 

Period 4        10:45 - 12:09 

1st lunch  10:40-11:07 

Class  11:12-12:09 

Class 10:45-11:10  

2nd lunch 11:10-11:37 

Class 11:42-12:09 

Class  10:45-11:42 

3rd lunch 11:42-12:09 

TIME SCHEDULES 
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Below are the telephone extensions of the WDHS staff members.  To reach a staff member, simply dial 

563-876-3442 and then the extension.   Please keep this handy for future reference.  

The following are the extensions for specific departments:  

Activities Office - ext. 3008     Counseling Office - ext. 3005     Main Office - ext. 3000 

If you are trying to reach a staff member by email, the following is the format that we use for email ad-

dresses:  FirstName.LastName@wdbqschools.org (ex. John.Doe@wdbqschools.org) 



Calendar  

Important Dates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 

 7 No School 

 18 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

  (3:50-8:00 p.m.) 

     

Looking Ahead 

December 
 22 2 hour early dismissal -   

23-31 No School (Winter Break) 
 

 

 

 

January 

 2 No School (Winter Break) 

 16 No School 

 23 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

  (3:50-8:00 p.m.) 

It is the policy of the Western Dubuque County Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, col-

or, national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, gen-

der identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a griev-

ance procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please 

contact the district’s Equity Coordinator at 310 4th Street SW, Farley, Iowa 52046 or 563-744-3885. 

Important Dates 

November 

 18 End of 1st Trimester 

  (2 hour early dismissal) 

21-25 No School  

  (Thanksgiving Break) 

      Board of Education   

     Mark Knuth      Mark Tilson  

     John Lembezeder      Chad Vaske 

     Jessica Pape 

Parent/Teacher Conference: 

We will be having one night of Parent/Teacher 

conferences per term.   The first conference will be 

held from 3:50-8:00 p.m. on October 18th in the 

main gymnasium. The mid term report cards will 

be printed and handed out that evening. We look 

forward to seeing everyone there!   

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Homecoming Week:   October 8th - October 15th 

Veteran’s Assembly:   November 11, 2016 

Turkey Trot:   Thanksgiving Day - 8 a.m. at WDHS 
(Free but food donations will be accepted for our local food pantry's) 

HAPPY 

FALL! 
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All Western Dubuque County Community School grounds and vehicles are weapons-free zones. 


